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SUBJ: GOVERNMENT CONFIRMS 37 OFFICERS ARRESTED IN CONNECTION WITH 
MILITARY CONSPIRACY 

REF ATHENS 1541 

1. LATE AFTERNOON FEB 25 GOVERNMENT ISSUED ANNOUNCEMENT 
VERIFYING THAT 37 MILITARY OFFICERS HAD BEEN ARRESTED IN 
CONNECTION MILITARY CONSPIRACY DETECTEED PREVIOUS DAY. 
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2. STATEMENT EMPHASIZED THAT ARRESTED OFFICERS ARE ACCUSED 
OF INCITING REBELLION AND RELATED CRIMES AND THAT OFFICERS 
INVOLVED INCLUDED THOSE ON ACTIVE SERVICE, RETIRED AND 
CASHIERED. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT STATED THAT A PRELIMINARY FORMAL 
INVESTIGATION HAD ALREADY BEGUN AND THAT IT WOULD NOT BE 
POSSIBLE BEFORE ITS CONCLUSION TO STATE PRECISELY WHICH OF 
THE 37 OFFICERS WERE INVOLVED IN THE CRIMINAL ACTION OR 
WHETHER OTHERS OUTSIDE THIS NUMBER WERE INVOLVED. 
ANNOUNCEMENT ALSO ASSERTED THAT THE MOVEMENT WAS UNCOVERED 
AS RESULT OF CONSPIRATORIAL MEETING HELD BY A FEW OFFICERS 

IN LARISSA WHO WERE THEMSELVES ALSO ARRESTED. 

4. OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT EMPHASIZES THAT FROM AVAILABLE 
INFORMATION HELD BY ARMED FORCES LEADERSHIP. IT IS POSSIBLE 
TO STATE THAT THE MOVEMENT WAS SUPPORTED ONLY BY A SMALL 
NUMBER OF OFFICERS. IT STRESSED THAT THE SPECIAL MEASURES 
TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT DID NOT SUPPOSE THAT ANY WIDER 
DANGER HAD TO BE FACED BUT RATHER THEY WERE TAKEN IN A 
PRECAUTIONARY SENSE IN ORDER TO FACE ANY EVENTUALITY AND 
TO FACILITATE THE LOCATION AND ARREST OF THE PARTICIPATING 
OFFICERS. FINALLY THE ANNOUNCEMENT EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
DEFENSE MINISTRY IS IN A POSITION TO GIVE ASSURANCES THAT 
THE ARMED FORCES ARE REMAINING FIRM IN THEIR DUTIES AND 
THEY ARE COMPLETELY LOYAL TO THE LEGAL GOVERNMENT OF THE 
COUNTRY. 
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